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Instructor: Ellen Rondina, LMSW                    Email:  ellen.rondina@unh.edu 
 
Office Hours:  Email is the best and quickest way to communicate with me, but I am 
available to talk by phone or Zoom as needed.  To request an appointment please send me 
an email and we will set up a time.  I would prefer to talk something out rather than have 
you be anxious about something. Reach out!     
 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
  
This course will focus on the uses and potential uses of many forms of art in social work 
practice. Students will learn how to apply art forms such as music, theater, literature, art, 
poetry, movement, and dance into practice through exploring A. self-awareness and 
personal growth of the professional social worker, B. a strengths approach to practice with 
individual clients, and C. social awareness and social change. This course will be an 
advanced generalist elective.  
Students will have the opportunity to develop an art portfolio, completing a new project 
each week, having the opportunity to reflect personally as well as professionally on the 
application of these methodologies to practice.   
This course will also encourage and ask students to find their own innovative approaches 
to applying art to their own practice. This will be done partially by individualizing the 
course to allow students to focus on their own path to practice. Assignments will be open, 
allowing students who are focused on either the graduate certificate in Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities or the Substance Use Disorders to complete assignments based 
on these tracks.  
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

Upon completion of this course students will be able to: 
1. Identify current uses of creative arts in social work practice 
2. Interpret how they think they will use creative arts in their own practice 
3. Implement creative arts assignments to enhance self-awareness and the use of self in 
their practice 
4. Design a creative arts program to be used in social work practice 
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

 
Students will not need to have any particular artistic talent to complete this class 
successfully. However, all students are encouraged to see themselves as having creative 
potential and to come prepared to explore and develop personal and collective creativity. 
Grading will not be based on artistic merit, but on how projects meet stated objectives of 
the course. Class participation is critical, and the content and process of this class will be 
only be realized through consistent participation. 
 

REQUIRED READINGS AND MULTIMEDIA 
 
This course will use an array of learning materials, including lectures, text readings, 
articles, websites, webinars, and ted talks and other videos to 
present the important concepts in the various modules. This is designed for a myriad of 
learning styles, so take advantage of the different formats for information. The readings 
and media resources provide the foundation and background for student discussion 
threads, the portfolio assignment, and the small group large project.  
 
Required Textbooks 
• Levine, E. & Levine, S. (2011). Art in action expressive arts therapy and social change. 
London Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. ISBN-13: 978-1849058209 
• Malchiodi, C. (2007). The art therapy sourcebook. New York: McGraw-Hill. ISBN-13: 
978-0071468275 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED 
Each student will need to assemble supplies that will be needed for the homework 
assignments. This course is about creative arts, so get creative! Do not go out and purchase 
anything until you see the assignments and you know what is required and what you 
already have on hand that you can use. You don’t need much! 
Camera, paper, pens/crayons/color pencils/markers, paint, tape 
 

STRUCTURE 
MyCourses/Canvas is the learning management tool we will use for this course. 
The course is online and asynchronous and organized by modules.  
Modules for this course are one week long and begin on Monday and finish on Sunday. 
There are two required Zoom sessions: week 1 and week 4. 
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Course Navigation Description 

 Home Page Regular class announcements regarding assignments, overall class 
progress or messages and information and reminders about 
upcoming events or assignments.  

Course Information The syllabus, course schedule and other key class documents are 
located here.  

Course Modules This area contains the bi-weekly Modules. The majority of course 
content, activities, assignments and participation is located in this 
area.  

Group Areas Group Assignments are located in this area. 

Tegrity Lectures This contains the lectures viewed in the Course Module area in list 
format.   

 
Module Structure 

Lecture The primary lecture(s) or media and key concepts. 

Resources Assigned readings or media for review. 

Participation Every module will have a participation component, as a discussion 
forum. 

Assignments Activities and assignments related to the Module. 

 
Need Technical Assistance?  
You can speak to a technical assistance person at the UNH IT Service Desk (603) 862-4242.  
In addition, students may fill out an online question form at: 
https://itsupport.unh.edu/onlinelearning/.   
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 GRADING 
   

Item 
 

points Requirements 

Whole class 
discussion 
board 

20 points There are 8 whole class graded discussions, 2.5 points 
each 
 

Portfolio: 
Studio 
assignments 
and 
Reflective 
Journals 

40 points There are 8 entries each of studio assignments and 
reflective journal entries. You can earn up to 5 points 
each week: 2.5 for the studio assignment and 2.5 for 
the reflective journal entry. 

Large Project 40 points To be submitted as a Group. 

 100 points  

 
Grade GPA  
A  4.00 Near perfect understanding and performance in all 

content areas. 
 

A-  3.67 Approaches excellence in performance, but lacks near 
perfect understanding in all content areas. 
 

B+  3.33 Good.  Demonstrates sound general understanding and 
performance.  Lacks the precision associated with 
excellence, but is somewhat above the average expected 
of graduate students in this content area. 
 

B  3.00 Competent work.  Has adequate understanding and 
performance expected of graduate students in this 
content area.  While he/she does not excel, neither can 
he/she be faulted for his/her basic understanding or 
performance in this content area.  
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B-  2.67 Approaches competence but has minor deficits in general 
understanding and performance in some course content 
areas.  Performance is slightly below “average” 
expectations at the graduate level. 
 

C  2.00 Problematic performance.  While the student is not 
without knowledge in this content area, he/she lacks 
sufficient range of knowledge in this content area to 
enable him/her to use the information with an 
appropriate level of understanding. 
 

C/F  0.00 Credit/Fail Self explanatory 
 

IC Incomplete 0.00 Student did not complete work of the course. 
 

 
 

Policy on Late Submissions  
All assignments are due on the date posted in the syllabus and each module. Late 
assignments will be penalized 1 letter grade for each day it is late, e.g., reduced from an A 
to an A- if 1 day late. (If you earn a grade of a B+ on the assignment, the assignment would 
then be reduced to a B.) Please reach out to your instructor early and often should any 
issues arrive. Timely communication is critical. Late submissions for assignments will only 
be considered on a case-by-case basis. Please contact your instructor directly to discuss an 
extension. No credit will be given for discussion posts that come in after that week’s 
discussion is over. 
 

 
Assignment Details 

 
There will be group discussions each week that will focus on assimilating the content of 
the module. There will be specific questions posed to consider the new information learned 
and how it can be applied to each student’s social work practice. Students are expected to 
post their initial post by the 3rd day of the week in order to have enough time for 
meaningful discussion. Students are expected to post a minimum of two additional times in 
response to classmates’ posts. See grading details for specific expectations for each post. 
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Class discussions focus on objective one, but lead to knowledge for all objectives. You must 
participate on at least three different days per Module. 
 
As part of the Portfolio, each week there will be a studio assignment, which will ask and 
allow the student to experiment with several different forms of art. The focus of this 
assignment is to meet objectives two and three. The reflective journal each week is the 
tool to process the learning from completing the studio assignment. The purpose of the 
journal is to focus on learning objectives two and three. Your studio work will be graded on 
your effort and attention to the details of the assignment. Your journal will be graded for 
three components: 1. Description of your studio work, 2. The description of the process of 
creating the work, 3. Connection to course materials/reading/learning. These studio 
assignments are standard creative arts projects that would be used with clients and 
communities. While they are prescribed, you have an enormous amount of creativity in 
how you carry them out.  
 
There will be one large project dedicated to fulfilling course objective #4. Each student 
will designate a population of choice and if possible, a setting, at the beginning of the class. 
Keeping in mind this population and setting throughout the course will help each student 
to integrate and apply their learning right away. Each student will be expected to design a 
program (within a small group) that describes and/or demonstrates the use or potential 
use of creative arts in a micro or macro practice. Projects will be developed throughout the 
course. The projects/programs created for this assignment will be incorporated into a 
website design.  
Each project should minimally include: Introduction, Description and Design, Research 
Findings, Target Population and Participant Recruiting Methods, Goals and Objectives, 
Curriculum, Materials and other Supplies Needed, Space Requirements, References, and 
Evaluation Methods.  Grades are based on the inclusion of all of the above categories, the 
quality of the content, and the effort in creativity. 
Some project examples are: music therapy with the elderly, poetry therapy with a grieving 
support group, using art therapy with trauma survivors, theatre of the oppressed with a 
homeless population, mural-making with a local teen population and photo-documentary 
of socio-economic problem.  
Other examples will be presented during the course in the reading, lecture and website 
assignments.  
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Quality and quantity of discussion posts: 
 
A minimum of 3 posts are required per module, one primary and two responses. The 
primary no later than the third day of the Module and the following two before the 
final Sunday. You must post on at least three different days for each Module.  When 
you contribute postings over several days, you are more able to synthesize other 
perspectives and contribute to an evolving discussion.  Allow others to respond and then 
post again after the dialogue has developed.   
 
Etiquette 
 Divergent opinions.  Academic debate and differences are embraced in higher education 

and the forums in this course.  Be mindful and respectful of how you articulate a 
difference or divergent opinion.  

 ‘I agree’ statements. Unsubstantiated ‘I agree’ posts will not count to final participation 
grade without articulated rationale to support opinion.  

 Off-topic postings. Discussions occasional veer off-topic. This is normal. These posts will 
not count and students are asked to stay on-topic.   

 Long responses.  Grades will be influenced by an ability to demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or question and on one’s ability to be concise. 

 
Review carefully, below are desired attributes for an online posting. 
 Ability to synthesize the main concepts from instructor, course content, external 

resources and class community. 
 Use of proper grammar. 
 Ideas are organized, persuasive and elevate the overall dialogue. 
 Opinions are substantiated. 
 Demonstration of critical or creative thinking. 
 Evidence of preparation.  
 
This rubric will help you stay on target (1). 

 
 

1 2 3 

Promptness 
and frequency 

Does not 
post; posts 
marginally. 
 

Postings are late and 
random. (1-3) 

Postings are early, 
frequent. (3-5) 
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Grammar Grammar has 
not been 
checked. 
 

Poor grammar or typos 
are frequent in 
postings. 
 

Proper grammar is 
consistently applied. 

Relevance Postings 
have no 
relevance on 
the topic or 
assignment. 
 

Some postings are 
pertinent to topic and 
assignment. 
  

Postings are 
consistently connected 
to the topic and 
assignment and reflect 
student’s preparation. 

Expression & 
Organization 
of  
Ideas 

Ideas and or 
opinions are 
not 
organized. 

Some postings convey 
clear ideas and 
opinions. Other 
postings are lacking in 
organization or 
original expression. 
 

Contributions are 
clearly articulated; 
reflect understanding of 
topic, substantive 
insights and persuasive 
logic.  

Building 
Community  

Does not 
participate in 
learning 
community.   

Irregularly 
demonstrates initiative 
in adding to the 
dialogue and creating 
community.  

Demonstrates 
consistent initiative in 
building community 
through discussion. 
Demonstrates ‘listening’ 
to peers and elevates 
the overall quality of the 
discussion. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Modul
e/Wee
k 

Topics Covered Assignments and Due Dates 
 

One 
3/18-
3/24 

The Use of 
Creative Arts in 
Social Work 
Practice 

Readings 
 Lectures 1 and 2 
 Text: Malchiodi, C.A. (2007). The art therapy 

sourcebook. Chapter 1, pp. 1- 22. 
 Text: Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action: 

Expressive arts therapy and social change. 
Chapters 1 & 2, pp. 21 – 41. 

Multimedia 
 Amy Tan “Where does Creativity Hide?” 

http://www.ted.com/talks/amy_tan_on_creativity 
 Thelma Golden “How Art Gives Shape to Cultural 

Change” 
http://www.ted.com/talks/thelma_golden_how_a
rt_gives_shape_to_cultural_change?language=en 

 http://www.ieata.org/ 
 Zoom session 3/18 7 pm EST 

Assignments Due: 
 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 

entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 
 class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 11:59 

pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the close of the 
week. 

 Small Group large project brainstorm and divide into 
small groups (2-4) 

Two 
3/25-
3/31 

Mural Making and 
Street Art 

Readings: 
 Lecture 
 Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action: 

Expressive arts therapy and social change. Chapter 3, 
pp. 42 – 77 

 Malchiodi, C.A. (2007). The art therapy sourcebook. 
Chapter 2, pp. 23 - 46 

 Rossetto, E. (2012). A Hermeneutic 
phenomenological study of community mural 
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making and social action art therapy. Art Therapy: 
Journal of the American Art Therapy Association, 
29(1), 19–26. 

Multimedia 
• Mural Making/Street Art: http://www.judybaca.com/now/ 
• New York: - http://www.groundswellmural.org/ 
• Philadelphia - http://muralarts.org/node/43 
 
Assignments Due: 

 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 
entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the 
week 

 Class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 
11:59 pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the 
close of the week. 

 Ongoing small group large project work 
Three 
4/1-
4/7 

The Use of 
Photography in 
Social Work 
Practice 

Readings: 
 Lecture 
 Marshall, H. L., Craun, S. W., & Theriot, M. T. (2009). 

The big picture: How social work can effectively 
utilize photographs. Social Work, 54(4), 317-25. 

 DeCoster, V., Dickerson, J. (2014). The Therapeutic 
Use of Photography in Clinical Social Work: 
Evidence-Based Best Practices. Social Work in 
Mental Health, 12(1), 1-19 

Multimedia  
 http://www.ted.com/talks/chris_jordan_pictures_so

me_shocking_stats?language=en 
 http://phototherapy-centre.com/ 
 What's a Picture Worth? Jarret Schecter (MSW'14) 

on Art and Social Work 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg4lWwM4NM
g 

 http://www.asocialpractice.com/ 
Assignments Due: 

 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 
entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the 
week 
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 Class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 
11:59 pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the 
close of the week. 

 Ongoing small group large project work 
 
Four 
4/8-
4/14 

 
Music, Dance, and 
Movement 

 
Readings:  

 Lecture 
•     Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action:     
Expressive arts therapy and social change. Chapter 11, 
pp. 173- 188. 
 Soshensky, R. (2011). Everybody Is a Star: Recording, 

Performing, and Community Music Therapy. Music 
Therapy Perspectives, 29(1), 23-30. 

 Gordon-giles, N., & Zidan, W. (2009). Assessing the 
beyond words educational model for empowering 
women, decreasing prejudice and enhancing 
empathy. American Journal of Dance Therapy, 31(1), 
20-52. 

Multimedia 
       •     American Dance Therapy Association 

http://www.adta.org/ 
       •     Levin Institute for Expressive Movement 

http://www.leveninstitute.com/ 
 American Dance Therapy Association Informational 

Slide Show (4:57) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpQVYTBUko0 

 http://movementtherapyfoundation.org/MOVEM
ENT_THERAPY/TYPES_OF_MOVEMENT_T
HERAPY.html  

 Excerpt from "Not about Iraq" (5:07) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgJt8neeM5w 

 Robert Landy: How Is Performance Healing? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78-
GcJMW71g 

 
Assignments Due: 

 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 
entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 
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 Class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 
11:59 pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the 
close of the week. 

 Ongoing small group large project work 
 

Five 
4/15-
4/21 

Journal Writing, 
Story-telling, and 
Poetry 

Readings: 
 Lecture 
 Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action: 

Expressive arts therapy and social change. Chapter 8, 
pp. 128 – 144; Chapters 12 -14, pp. 189 – 227. 

 Niles, A.N., Haltom, K.E.B., Mulvenna, C.M., 
Stanton, A.L. (2013). Randomized controlled 
trial of expressive writing for psychological and 
physical health: The moderating role of 
emotional expressivity. Anxiety, stress, and 
coping 27(1) 

 Furman, R. et al., (2012). Poetry Matters: A Case 
for Poetry in Social Work Practice. Journal of 
Social Intervention: Theory and Practice. 21(1), 
pp. 5-17 

Multimedia: 

 Sherry Reiter, Keynote at the National 
Association for poetry Therapy 2014 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0iRDhAtrE 

 International Federation for Biblio/Poetry 
Therapy: www.ifbpt.org  

 Sisonke Msimang: If a story moves you, act on 
it: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/sisonke_msimang_if_
a_story_moves_you_act_on_it  

 https://www.storycenter.org/ 
 Zoom session 4/15 7 pm EST 

 
Assignments Due: 

 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 
entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 
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 class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 11:59 
pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the close of 
the week. 

Six 
4/22-
4/28 

Drama and 
Theater 

Readings:  

 Lectures 1 & 2 
 Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action: Expressive 

arts therapy and social change. Chapters 9 & 10, pp. 
147-172 

 http://www.socialworker.com/feature-
articles/practice/Theater_Processes_Therapeutic_in_Dr
ama_Therapy/ 

 L., et al. (2014). Theater and Dialogue to Increase 
Youth's Intentions to Advocate for LGBTQQ People. 
Research on Social Work Practice. 26(2), pp. 189-202. 

Multimedia: 

 Drama therapy changed my impressions of 
homelessness, Tommy Waltz 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CvO7Gp8TVo 

 https://www.shakespearebehindbars.org/links/papadult
/ 

 http://www.mandalaforchange.com/applied-
theatre/theatre-of-the-oppressed/ 

Assignments Due: 

*Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal entry 
due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 

*class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 11:59 pm 
EST. Two subsequent posts due by the close of the week. 

Seven 
4/27-
5/5 

Art as a Social 
Justice Action 

Readings:  

 Levine, E.G., Levine, S.K. (2011). Art in action: 
Expressive arts therapy and social change. Chapter 5 

 Hampshire, K. R., Matthijsse, M. (2010). Can arts 
projects improve young people's wellbeing? A social 
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capital approach. Social Science & Medicine, 71(4), 
708-716. 

 Hee Chul Kim; A Challenge to the Social Work 
Profession? The Rise of Socially Engaged Art and a 
Call to Radical Social Work, Social Work, Volume 
62, Issue 4, 1 October 2017, Pages 305-311  

Multimedia:  

 The Arts of Protest 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GkWLLTE
JeQ#action=share 

 Read/Listen KQED Arts + Social Issues:  Why Art-
Making is Essential to the Tenderloin's Homeless 
Population: http://bit.ly/2sqZnFD  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=783fMZeG8Ac 

Cornel West speaks about Art and Culture in a 
Social Movement 

Assignments Due: 
 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 

entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 
 class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 11:59 

pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the close of the 
week. 

 
Eight 
5/6-
5/9 
**shor
t week 

Social Practice and 
Social Work as Art 

Readings: 

 Kennedy, R. (2013). Outside the Citadel, Social 
Practice Art Is Intended to Nurture. The New York 
Times. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/24/arts/design/out
side-the-citadel-social-practice-art-is-intended-to-
nurture.html 
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 Miranda, C. (2014). How the Art of Social Practice 
Is Changing the World, One Row House at a Time. 
ARTNEWS. April, 2014 http://bit.ly/1ikqlik 

 Gray, M., Webb, S.A. (2008). Social work as art 
revisited. International Journal of Social Welfare. 17 
pp. 182-193 

Multimedia: 

 Jagroop Liddar-The Art of Social Work 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEEiO4cdt44 

 Anna Scheyett: Social workers as super-heroes, 
TEDxColumbiaSC  https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=A27QjpQ_Ieo 

 Alumni Career Panel: Careers in Art and Creative 
Therapies 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWv639nSZ_0 

Assignments Due: 
 Portfolio: studio assignment and reflective journal 

entry due by 11:59 pm EST of the close of the week 
 class discussion: first post due by Wednesday, 11:59 

pm EST. Two subsequent posts due by the close of the 
week. 

 
 

DESIGN & POLICIES 
 
Communication - I communicate via email only through my UNH email account.  Check 
your UNH account daily (or arrange to forward UNH email to your personal account).  You 
are responsible for any information I send to your UNH account.   
 
Student to Instructor Communication - 
I will be active in the Canvas class area almost daily.  If you post a question for me in a 
forum, anticipate a response within 36 hours.  Questions related to assignments or learning 
should first be asked, if possible, in the respective discussion forum.  For an urgent 
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question, questions of a private nature, and/or if you would like to schedule virtual office 
hours email me at: ellen.rondina@unh.edu   
 
Course Concerns and Evaluation - I welcome course related feedback during the 
semester and administer the UNH standard evaluation form at the end of the semester.  I 
encourage you to speak with me about your thoughts at any time. 
 
Technical Requirements and Technical Support 
See website listings for current recommendations and requirements related to this course - 
http://unh.edu/eunh/technical-requirements  Technical assistance related to Blackboard 
is available at http://unh.edu/eunh/student-resources  
 
 
University Disability Accommodations 

According to the Americans with Disabilities Act (as amended, 2008), each student with a 
disability has the right to request services from UNH to accommodate his/her disability. If you 
are a student with a documented disability or believe you may have a disability that requires 
accommodations, please contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) at 201 Smith Hall. 
Accommodation letters are created by SAS with the student. Please follow-up with your 
instructor as soon as possible to ensure timely implementation of the identified accommodations 
in the letter. Faculty have an obligation to respond once they receive official notice 
of accommodations from SAS, but are under no obligation to provide retroactive 
accommodations. 

For more information refer to www.unh.edu/studentaccessibility or contact SAS at 
603.862.2607, 711 (Relay NH) or sas.office@unh.edu.  
 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
Students are required to abide by the UNH Academic Honesty policy located in the Student 
Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities Handbook.    
  
As your instructor, I proactively monitor academic integrity through regular use of tools 
like SafeAssign and a diversified assessment approach.   All work submitted to SafeAssign 
become a part of a UNH proprietary database. This is actively used to identify future 
intellectual property theft. Plagiarism of any type may be grounds for receiving an “F” in an 
assignment or an “F” in the overall course.  Plagiarism is defined as “the unattributed use of 
the ideas, evidence, or words of another person, or the conveying the false impression that 
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the arguments and writing in a paper are your own.” (UNH Academic Honesty Policy, 09.3) 
Incidents are reported to the school dean and may be grounds for further action.  If you 
have questions about proper citation refer to your department’s writing guidelines.  You 
can contact me at any time on this issue. Additional resources are located below: 
http://libraryguides.unh.edu/unhmcitingsources  
http://www.library.unh.edu/reference/citation.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This syllabus is subject to change. Students will be promptly notified of any changes. 
 
 
 
 


