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Modern political thought begins with Machiavelli  In reading Thomas Hobbes and John Locke we will 
examine the contemporaneous invasion of the “New World.”  Adam Smith (1776) defends market society 
(capitalism).  We then read Jean-Jacques Rousseau and followed by John Stuart Mill.  Karl Marx and 
Fredrich Engels provide a devastating critique of capitalism.  John Rawls presents a model of an ideal 
welfare state.  Hayek and Nozick give conservative responses.  Iris Young and Elizabeth Anderson defend 
the equalitarian ideal of ending oppression, Your posts and papers will connect classical authors to 
contemporary political issues. 

 

Course Goals 

• To examine major traditions in 
social and political thought: 
libertarian, conservative, 
liberal, socialist, feminist… 

• To use the various traditions in 
discussion of issues concerning 
the American political system. 

• To improve critical thinking 
and student writing skills. 

• To engage reflectively in a 
social or political activity. 

 

 
Text  
 
Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts 3rd edition by Steven M. Cahn (Author) 
Paperback: 1152 pages 
Publisher: Oxford University Press; 3rd edition (November 12, 2014)  {any edition is fine) 
ISBN-10: 0190201088 ISBN-13: 978-0190201081 

mailto:Drew.Christie@unh.edu


Requirements 
 
25% Every week there will be either a post to the discussion board or an open book online worksheet/quiz 
due by Sunday night.. 
20% Social or Political Activity:  Write a 800-1000 word essay discussing your engagement in a social or 
political activity. 
25% Policy Paper (Argumentative)  Five to six pages (1400-1600 words).  There will be a “paper 
planner” (topic, thesis, sources, etc.) before each paper.  The plan is to be stapled to the back of the final 
copy.  There will also be a paper checklist and rubric. 
25% Midterm and Final 
5%   Attendance and participation (two absences permitted).  There will be many group discussions. 

Canvas, E-mail, and the Internet 

The University’s courseware called Canvas will be used to maintain our discussion board, to provide course 
documents, to maintain the class e-mail list, and to make grades available privately.  Extra copies of 
handouts will be available. 
You must ensure that Canvas knows your active e-mail address.  You must check your e-mail at least once 
between classes.  I will assume that you are aware of announcements that are made via e-mail.  E-mail is the 
most effective way to contact me.  On weekdays I will respond to your e-mail within twenty-four hours.  
Please check the website if you miss a class or are unsure of an assignment. 
Google Video and YouTube give us convenient access to numerous video sources.  Several assignments ask 
you to watch a Web video out of class.   

Social or Political Activity Assignment 
 
Engage in a social or political activity.  Depending on your values this might involve an internship, political 
campaigning, working in a soup kitchen, participating in a clean-up, phoning during a phone-a-thon, 
wrapping packages, soliciting donations, campaigning against a wrong, helping the needy, staffing a hotline, 
building community, mediating a conflict, volunteering at an animal shelter, or weather-stripping a dwelling.  
Use your imagination.  If you can explain why it is social or political, just do it.  If in doubt about an idea, be 
sure to ask.  Aim for six or more hours.  Check with me first if you want to use an activity from before the 
start of the semester.  Write a short paper (800-1000 words) on your activity. 

• What did you do? 
• The most important part of this assignment is, how did your observation connect with the readings in 

the course? – With issues discussed in class?  In other words, what would Plato, Aristotle, Locke, etc. 
say?—or a feminist or Marxist? 

 


