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CMN	772-03:	From	Pokémon	to	K-Pop:		
East	Asian	Media	and	Popular	Culture	

																																																																																		
																																																																																Spring	2019	
	

							Location:	Horton	110	
								Time:	Tuesday	5:10-8:00pm	

	
Instructor:	Dr.	Lin	Zhang																																																																											
E-Mail:	Lin.Zhang@unh.edu	
Office:	Horton	Social	Science	Center	Room	145A																																		
Office	Hours:	Tuesdays	from	2-4pm,	and	by	appointment	on	other	days/times	
Office	Phone	No.:	603-862-3790	
	
	
COURSE	DESCRIPTION:	
From	K-pop	to	Pokémon,	from	TV	drama	to	video	games,	this	course	introduces	you	to	the	
media	and	popular	cultural	scene	in	one	of	the	most	dynamic	regions	of	the	world	economy	
today.	It	gives	you	the	theoretical	tool	to	understand	and	analyze	these	media	and	cultural	
phenomena.	While	acknowledging	some	common	defining	characteristics	of	East	Asian	
societies,	we	will	pay	attention	to	the	internal	diversities,	differences	and	transcultural	
flows	within	the	region	as	well	as	East	Asian	nations’	connections	to	the	world.		
	
The	class	is	divided	into	three	big	sections	with	each	focusing	one	East	Asian	region:	
Greater	China,	Japan,	and	Korea	(South	and	North).	In	each	section,	we	will	start	with	a	
brief	introduction	to	the	modern	history	of	the	region.	Then	we	will	closely	examine	the	
region’s	current	media	and	pop	culture	scene	and	their	global	impact	through	case	studies.	
Some	of	the	topics	include	cyber	culture	and	video	games	in	China;	night	market	and	food	
culture	Taiwan;	Hong	Kong’s	Umbrella	Movement;	Japan’s	anime	culture	and	cat	café;	
Korean	popular	music	and	TV	drama	and	its	global	fans;	and	the	global	circulation	of	
Japanese	Manga.		
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By	the	end	of	the	semester,	you	should	be	able	to	have	a	basic	understanding	of	East	Asian	
societies	and	cultures,	critically	analyze	cultural	trends	and	media	events	using	the	theories	
learnt	in	this	class,	and	be	able	to	engage	in	productive	conversations	with	people	from	
these	societies.			
	
REQUIRED	READING:	
	
All	required	readings	are	downloadable	from	Canvas	under	“Module”	
	
ASSIGNMENTS	AND	ASSESMENT:	
 
	
Grading	Scale: 
	
A 93.0-100%                C 73.0-76.9% 
A- 90.0-92.9%               C-  70.0-72.9% 
B+ 87.0-89.9%               D + 67.0-69.9% 
B 83.0-86.9%               D 63.0-66.9% 
B- 80.0-82.9%               D - 60.0-62.9% 
C+ 77.0-79.9%               F             0-59.9% 
	
Grades	Breakdown:	
	
There	are	200	total	points	possible	in	this	course.			
	
Class	Participation	and	Attendance--------------------------10%		
In-class	Group	Discussion	and	Sharing----------------------10%	
Group	Media	and	Cultural	Experience	Presentation	-----20%	
Blog	Posts	---------------------------------------------------------20%	
Research	Project	-------------------------------------------------40%	
	
I.	PARTICIPATION	(45%)	
	
1.	Class	Participation	and	Attendance	(10%)	
Class	participation	is	crucial	to	active	and	engaged	learning.	You	can	earn	up	to	20	points	
by	actively	participating	in	classroom	discussion	and	activities.	You	must	complete	
required	readings	in	advance	to	class	meetings	and	be	prepared	to	participate	in	
discussions.	The	discussion	can	take	the	form	of	asking	questions,	offering	examples,	and	
comments.	I	will	keep	track	of	the	frequency	and	quality	of	your	participation	in	
classroom	discussion	by	distributing	a	self-report	participation	record	sheet	in	class	
each	week	(I	will	also	use	Canvas	to	record	attendance),	and	you	will	be	responsible	
for	returning	the	sheet	back	to	me	at	the	beginning	of	every	Tuesday’s	class	when	a	
new	sheet	is	being	distributed.	If	you	deliberately	misrepresent	your	frequency	of	
participation	in	class,	once	discovered,	you	automatically	forfeit	all	of	your	
participation	grade.		



	 3	

	
I	will	post	a	mid-term	participation	grade	on	Canvas	(10	points)	and	a	final	participation	
grade	(10	points)	based	on	the	quality	and	frequency	of	your	participation	(as	recorded	by	
the	self-report	sheet).	Together,	they	add	up	to	your	final	participation	grade.	If	you	miss	
more	than	three	class	sections,	you	automatically	forfeit	half	of	your	participation	
grade	(5%),	and	if	you	miss	more	than	five	sections,	you	lose	all	of	your	participation	
grade	(10%).		
	
	
2.	Blog	Posts	(20%)	
I	will	divide	the	class	into	two	groups.	For	each	class	session,	one	group	will	be	responsible	
for	posting	a	blog	about	readings	(about	300	words	or	2-3	paragraphs)	on	Canvas	in	the	
discussion	board.	That	is,	each	student	will	have	to	write	one	blog	on	readings	once	every	
week	(counts	5	points).	Altogether	you	will	write	8	posts	(40	points)	by	the	end	of	the	
semester.	For	the	reading	blogs,	I	don’t	want	to	read	a	300-word	summary	of	readings	
in	your	post,	instead,	1)	tell	me	what	the	reading	is	about	USING	YOUR	OWN	WORDS,	
2)	try	to	make	connections	to	one	or	two	real-world	examples	to	illustrate	your	
argument(s),	and	3)	ask	one	or	two	questions	that	you	have	about	the	reading	and	
hope	to	discuss	in	class.	On	some	days,	I	will	set	certain	questions	for	you	to	blog	
about.	The	questions	will	be	announced	in	advance	in	class.	Failure	to	answer	the	
questions	will	result	in	zero	grade.		
	
The	posts	are	due	at	11:59pm	the	night	before	the	class	when	the	reading(s)	will	be	
covered.	Please	post	on	time	so	that	I	will	have	enough	time	to	read	your	post	before	class.	
Postings	submitted	after	midnight	will	not	count.	Be	prepared	to	share	and	discuss	what	
you	have	posted	in	class.	I	might	call	on	you	to	respond	to	a	specific	point	or	question	
that	you	have	raised	in	your	post.	Failure	to	respond	will	negatively	affect	your	
participation	grade.		
	
3.	In-Class	Group	Discussion	and	Sharing	(10%)	
The	class	will	be	divided	into	four	discussion	groups	(3	students	in	each	group).	Every	
week,	I	will	announce	in	advance	a	list	of	reading	questions	to	help	you	better	comprehend	
your	readings.	Part	of	our	class	will	be	devoted	to	group	discussion	and	sharing	based	on	
the	list	of	reading	questions.	You	will	spend	10	to	15	minutes	each	class	working	in	
groups	to	exchange	your	answers	to	the	question	(or	questions)	assigned	to	your	
group	randomly	at	the	beginning	of	the	class	and	then	you	will	take	turns	to	share	
your	group’s	insights	with	your	classmates	and	the	professor.	I	encourage	all	group	
members	to	participate	in	the	discussion.	I	will	lead	the	discussion	and	will	chime	in	
when	necessary	to	give	a	mini-lecture	on	important	points.	In-class	group	discussion	count	
20	points	towards	your	final	grade.	I	will	post	a	mid-term	group	discussion	grade	during	
midterm	(10	points),	and	another	one	after	the	final	week	of	class	(10	points)	
	
-------------In-Class	Group	Discussion	Grading	Rubric	
5	points:	reading	from	the	text,	doesn’t	use	one’s	own	words	
7	points:	adequate	answer,	okay	presentation,	little	detail	and	few/no	examples	provided	
9	points:	good	answer	presented	with	some	detail	and	examples	



	 4	

10	points:	insightful	answer	well	presented	with	great	detail	and	good	examples	
	
4.	Group	Media	and	Cultural	Experience	Presentation	(20%)	
Students	will	work	in	groups	of	four	to	present	on	one	case	study	of	the	media,	cultural,	
and	technological	scene	in	China	(Presentation	1),	Japan	(Presentation	2)	and	Korea	
(Presentation	3).	The	presentation	should	weave	together	four	elements		
	
1).	Introducing	the	class	to	a	particular	cultural	experience/phenomenon.	For	instance,	
students	could	show	the	class	a	video	clip	of	a	Korean	TV	drama	(with	English	subtitles!),	
invite	the	class	to	play	a	Japanese	console	game,	bring	ethnic	food	dishes	for	the	class	to	
share,	or	perform	a	Chinese	hip-hop	song/dance	to	the	class	etc.		
2).	Explain	why	the	group	picked	the	experience/phenomenon,	and	the	content/meaning	
of	the	selected	experience/phenomenon	in	plain	English.	
3).	Situate	the	experience/phenomenon	in	the	region	or	nation’s	history	and	contemporary	
social	life,	and	analyze	the	experience/phenomenon	in	relation	to	class	readings.		
4).	Present	one	or	two	discussion	questions	to	the	class	and	answer	any	question	that	the	
class	might	have.	
5).	You	could	assign	the	class	readings/audio-visual	materials	to	read/watch/listen	to	
before	class	if	you	want.	If	you	do	so,	you	have	to	email	the	class	these	materials	at	least	
two	before	the	date	of	your	presentation.		
	
The	presentation	should	run	about	30	mins,	including	the	discussion	and	Q&A.	Students	
are	required	to	inform	me	in	advance	the	topic	they	select	and	are	strongly	encouraged	to	
brainstorm	their	presentation	with	me	at	least	one	or	two	weeks	before	presenting.		
	
	
II.	RESEARCH	PROJECT	(40%)	
	
You	will	work	on	one	class	project	throughout	the	semester	in	four	steps.	The	purpose	is	to	
have	you	work	on	a	topic	that	really	interests	you	and	to	dig	deeper	into	it	and	see	what	it	
can	offer.	So	it	is	crucial	to	identify	a	topic	that	fascinates	you	so	that	you	don’t	get	bored	
engaging	it	for	the	rest	of	the	semester.	However	it	also	has	to	be	a	topic	that	is	relevant	to	
our	class	materials	and	discussions.	And	the	scope	of	the	project	has	to	be	manageable.		
	
Specifically,	the	class	has	to	focus	on	one	of	the	followings:	
	

1) One	of	the	East	Asian	regions	we	discussed	in	class	(Mainland	China,	Hong	Kong,	
Taiwan,	Japan,	South	Korea,	North	Korea)	

2) The	inter-relation	or	comparison	of	two	or	more	of	the	regions	
3) East	Asian	country/countries’	connection	to	the	rest	of	the	world	

	
It’s	recommended	that	you	focus	on	the	media,	cultural,	or	technological	scene	of	the	
regions	or	their	connection	to	the	world,	but	this	is	not	mandatory.	You	have	to	get	
permission	from	me	early	in	the	semester	if	you	decide	on	a	different	focus.	
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Reference	at	least	four	readings	from	this	class	(I	am	looking	for	substantive	
engagements	with	the	readings,	not	superficial	mentioning).	You	also	have	to	identify	and	
discuss	at	least	five	outside	academic	sources	of	references	that’s	relevant	to	your	
topic.	
	
Most	importantly,	this	project	will	have	to	involve	empirical	research,	not	just	a	review	of	
existing	literature.	That	is,	you	actually	have	to	conduct	an	original	research	yourself	to	
collect	data	to	answer	your	research	questions	and	support	your	argument(s).	Some	typical	
research	methods	include	discourse	analysis,	semiotic	analysis,	textual	analysis,	interviews,	
ethnography,	survey,	and	archival/historical	research.	If	you	have	no	prior	experience	
conducting	empirical	research,	refer	to	Ch	3	from	the	book	How	to	do	media	and	cultural	
studies	(by	Jane	Stokes)	before	you	decide	on	your	topic.	This	chapter	will	guide	you	
through	the	process	of	coming	up	with	a	research	topic	and	writing	a	research	proposal.	
This	chapter	is	available	on	Canvas	under	“Week	8”.		
	
Throughout	the	semester,	you	will	complete	the	project	in	four	steps.		I	will	guide	you	
through	the	project,	devoting	some	class	hours	to	work	on	conceptualizing	your	project	in	
class.		
	
1.	Research	Topic,	Background,	and	Research	Questions	(3%)	
I	encourage	you	to	talk	to	me	during	office	hours	early	to	brainstorm	your	research	project.	
By	week	7,	you	will	be	asked	to	hand	in	a	2-page	narrative	that	identify	your	research	topic,	
describe	the	background	of	your	research,	and	list	a	set	of	research	questions	(counts	8	
points,	or	4%).	During	the	second	session	of	week	7,	each	student	will	briefly	introduce	his	
or	her	topic	(in	two-three	minutes)	to	the	class	to	receive	feedback	from	the	class	and	the	
professor.	
	
Grading	expectation:	You	have	to	come	up	with	a	topic	that	is	relevant	to	this	class	and	
interests	you	personally.	In	the	background,	you	must	clearly	articulate	the	theoretical	and	
empirical	significance	and	value	of	your	topic.	At	this	stage,	it’s	okay	that	your	research	
questions	are	tentative,	but	coming	up	with	a	few	research	questions	help	you	identify	
exactly	what	you	want	to	explore	with	your	topic.	I	will	help	you	better	craft	your	research	
questions	and	maybe	suggest	some	academic	sources	to	read	down	the	road.		
	
2.	Research	Proposal	and	Annotated	Bibliography	(10%)	
	
I	would	highly	recommend	that	you	start	working	on	your	research	proposal	and	
annotated	bibliography	over	the	spring	break.	The	research	proposal	will	be	4	pages	
(double	space,	11	or	12	pt.	Times	New	Roman	fonts).	I	will	talk	more	about	drafting	
research	proposals	in	class.	However,	a	typical	research	proposal	usually	has	the	following	
components:	
	

1. Introducing	the	project		
Why	it	matters	theoretically	and	empirically,	make	your	case	compelling!	

2. Literature	Review		
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This	would	be	a	narrative	that	you	compose	based	on	your	annotated	bibliography	to	
describe	what	scholars	have	said	on	your	topic	and	how	they	help	you	understand	your	
research	topic	and	identify	your	research	questions	

3. Research	Questions	
Your	research	questions	should	be	both	theoretically	relevant	and	empirically	important.	A	
good	research	question	usually	fill	in	a	gap	in	existing	research	or/and	address	an	
important	social,	political,	or	cultural	phenomenon	that	is	under-studied	or	mis-
understood.		

4. Research	methods		
														How	you	are	going	to	answer	your	research	questions.	Some	typical	research	
														methods	include	discourse	analysis,	semiotic	analysis,	textual	analysis,	interviews,	
														ethnography,	survey,	and	archival/historical	research.	

5. An	annotated	bibliography	(10-15	sources,	4	must	come	from	class	readings)	
Your	annotated	bibliography	should	be	listed	in	APA	style.	You	should	summarize	
each	article/book/book	chapter	in	one	paragraph	and	explain	how	this	reading	is	
related	to	your	research	topic	and	how	you	are	going	to	use	it	in	your	research	in	
the	second	paragraph.		
	

I	set	aside	week	9	for	individual	meetings	with	me	and	for	writing	and	refining	the	research	
proposal.	The	class	project	proposal	will	be	due	by	11:59	pm	on	Wednesday	4/3.	Late	
assignment	will	be	penalized	according	to	class	policy.	Please	upload	your	proposal	to	
MyCourses.	
	
Grading	expectation:	You	have	to	follow	the	proposal	structure	as	listed	above.	Apart	
from	refining	your	topic,	improving	your	background,	and	sharpening	your	research	
questions,	you	will	have	to	explain	your	research	methods,	clearly	telling	me	how	you	are	
going	to	proceed	with	your	research.	For	instance,	if	you	want	to	conduct	interviews,	you	
might	want	to	explain	1)	who	do	you	want	to	interview?	2)	how	are	you	going	to	recruit	
your	interviewees?	3)	what	questions	you	want	to	ask	them?	etc.	At	this	stage,	I	expect	that	
you	have	clearly	articulated	the	theoretically	and	empirical	significances	of	your	research	
questions.	What	existing	research	on	the	topic	hasn’t	said	that	actually	makes	your	
research	valuable?	Why	do	students,	scholars,	and	the	society	have	to	care	about	your	
research?	Another	advice	is	to	be	specific	in	your	research	questions	about	exactly	what	
you	want	to	ask.	Sometimes	students’	research	questions	can	be	too	broad	and	vague.	Your	
annotated	bibliography	should	be	relevant	to	your	topic	and	research	questions.	You	must	
clearly	identify	the	relevance.	The	references	you	list	must	count	as	academic	sources.	That	
means,	you	must	go	to	an	academic	database	or	UNH’s	library	to	search	for	books	and	
articles.	Things	like	a	newspaper	article	and	a	blog	entry	are	not	considered	academic	
sources.	When	in	doubt,	consult	the	professor.		
	
3.	Research	Project	Presentation	(7%)	
Starting	from	week	14,	you	will	be	presenting	your	research	project	in	class	(10-15	
minutes	presentation	plus	5-10	minutes	Q&A).	This	is	a	great	opportunity	for	you	to	get	
feedbacks	from	me	and	from	your	classmates	so	that	you	can	further	refine	your	project	
before	the	due	date.		
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Grading	expectation:	I	would	encourage	you	to	use	a	PowerPoint	or	other	visual	aid	in	
your	presentation	to	clearly	explain	your	paper	mechanics	(background,	RQs,	methods);	
Then	share	with	us	what	you’ve	done	so	far,	what	you’ve	found.	Are	there	any	challenges	
that	you	face	right	now	in	your	research,	and	what	you	are	planning	on	doing	to	finalize	
this	research	paper?	
	
4.	Final	Project	Due	(20%)	
The	final	paper	will	be	an	extension	of	the	midterm	proposal.	The	final	product	is	a	full-
blown	paper	of	12-15	pages.	It	would	be	a	paper	that	you	are	proud	of	and	feel	confident	
presenting	at	an	academic	conference	for	undergraduate	students.	A	small	number	of	best	
papers	will	be	selected	and	featured	in	the	Department’s	undergraduate	journal	of	
Communication	Comm-entary.	You	can	check	out	past	issues	here:	
http://cola.unh.edu/communication/comm-entary	
	
You	also	have	the	option	of	working	on	a	video	essay	(10	mins)	and	working	in	pairs.	If	
you	want	to	collaborate	with	a	classmate	for	your	research	project,	the	two	of	you	will	have	
to	1)	produce	a	longer	paper	of	16	to	20	pages	(16	page	minimum),	and	2)	include	more	
references	(15	minimum,	4	must	be	from	this	class).	You	have	to	talk	to	me	in	advance	to	
get	my	permission	if	you	want	to	work	on	a	video	essay	or	in	pairs.		
	
The	final	project	paper	will	be	due	by	11:59	pm	on	Friday	12/14,	please	upload	your	
paper	to	MyCourses.	
 
Grading	Criteria	for	Essays:	
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*The	reason	that	I	am	assigning	you	a	broad	research	project	is	because	I	want	you	to	have	
plenty	of	autonomy	in	choosing	a	topic	that	would	interest	you,	to	be	able	to	connect	class	
materials	to	your	own	life	and	to	understand	what’s	going	on	in	the	world,	and	to	learn	how	
to	conduct	independent	research.	My	teaching	philosophy	is	to	teach	students	how	to	learn	
and	understand	the	world	on	their	own,	rather	than	imposing	opinions	on	them	and	test	them	
on	how	well	they	memorize	the	information	that	I	teach	in	class.		
	
However,	this	means	that	you	have	to	take	more	initiative	in	communicating	with	me	both	in	
class	and	during	my	office	hours	so	that	you	know	you	are	on	the	right	track.	I	help	you	by	
making	my	rubrics	and	guidelines	as	clear	as	possible,	by	breaking	up	the	research	process	to	
offer	you	more	feedbacks	in	class,	and	by	making	myself	available	to	you	after	class	and	
during	my	office	hours.	I	am	also	happy	to	talk	to	you	privately	by	appointment	too.	But	I	
can’t	help	you	if	you	don’t	take	the	initiative	to	seek	help.	Being	able	to	seek	help	and	to	take	
the	imitative	to	learn	about	people’s	expectations	are	both	important	skills	to	have	if	you	
want	to	be	successful	in	life.		
	
I	also	want	to	state	upfront	that	I	don’t	believe	in	teaching	truth	and	teaching	a	fixed	set	of	
ideas	for	rote	memorization.	My	main	goal	in	this	course	is	to	teach	you	how	to	ask	
interesting	questions,	how	to	find	answers	to	the	questions	that	intrigue	you,	and	how	to	
communicate,	both	in	speaking	and	writing,	your	findings	or	even	your	confusions.	College	is	a	
transition	between	schools	and	the	so-called	“real	world”.	In	schools,	there	is	always	a	correct	
answer	to	every	question.	Your	“duty”	as	a	student	is	to	“learn”	the	correct	answer	and	get	the	
grade	you	want	and	the	degree	you	need	to	move	forward	in	life.	In	the	real	world,	as	many	of	
you	might	have	already	experienced,	there	is	no	absolutely	correct	answer.	There’s	no	black	or	
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white,	most	things	fall	into	the	gray	area.	It	all	depends	on	where	you	stand	and	what	you	
think	matters.	So	you	don’t	have	to	be	anxious	about	coming	up	with	the	correct	answer	in	
this	class.	Instead,	what	I	am	looking	for	in	class	discussion	and	in	your	writing	assignments	
are	your	efforts	in	asking	interesting	questions,	thinking	critically,	reading	interpedently,	
learning	how	to	seek	answers	to	questions,	seeing	different	perspectives	and	the	gray	area	in	
life	and	society,	and	being	able	to	articulate	and	express	yourself.	
	
	
Week	1	
01/22	Class	Introduction		
	

• Holcombe, C. (2016). A History of East Asia. Cambridge University Press. (Introduction): What 
is East Asia? 

	
Week	2	
01/29	Introducing	China	(Blog	Group	1)	
	

• Holcombe, C. (2016). A History of East Asia. Cambridge University Press. (Ch 14): China 
	
	
Week	3	
02/05	Politics	of	Cyberspace	in	China	(Blog	Group	2)	
	

• Han Rongbin (2018) Contesting cyberspace in China: Online expression and authoritarian 
resilience; Chapter 4: Pop Activism: Playful Netizens in Cyberpolitics  

• Evan Osnos, IT’S NOT BEAUTIFUL: An Artist Takes on the System, The New Yorker 
	
	
Week	4	
02/12	China’s	Digital	Economy,	Creativity,	and	Entrepreneurship	(Blog	Group	1)	
	

• Lindtner, S. (2015). Hacking with Chinese characteristics: the promises of the maker movement 
against China’s manufacturing culture. Science, Technology, & Human Values, 40(5), 854-879. 

• Sarah Emerson, “Shenzhen’s three days with Naomi Wu, the face of the local maker scene, 
homegrown cyborg”, Vice Magazine 

• Jiayang Fan, How E-Commerce is Transforming Rural China. The New Yorkers, June 2018 
 

	
Week	5	
02/19	Media	and	Pop	Culture	in	Taiwan	and	Hong	Kong	(Blog	Group	2)	
	
Night	Market	in	Taiwan	 

• Jordan, D. K., Morris, A. D., & Moskowitz, M. L. (Eds.). (2004). The minor arts of daily life: 
Popular culture in Taiwan. University of Hawaii Press. (Ch 1): “Hot and Noisy: Taiwan’s Night 
Market Culture) by Shuenn-Der Yu 

The	Umbrella	Movement	in	Hong	Kong		
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• Lee, L.F. Francis & Chan, M. Joseph (2015) Media and Protest Logics in Digital Era: The 
Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong (Introduction) 

 
	
Week	6		
02/26	Global	China:	The	Transnational	Travel	of	the	Monkey	King	Symbol	(Blog	
Group	1)	

• Hongmei Sun (2018): “Of Monkey, Human, and God: The Performance of Asian American 
Identity” (Ch 6) in Transforming Monkey: Adaption and Representation of a Chinese Epic 

• Gene Luen Yang, American Born Chinese (A Comic Book) 
	
Media	and	cultural	experience	group	presentation	1	(on	China)	
	
Announce	research	topic	assignment		
	
	
Week	7	
03/05	Introducing	Japan	(Blog	Group	2)	
	

• Holcombe, C. (2016). A History of East Asia. Cambridge University Press. (Ch 11) Japan	
• Matt Alt, “The United States of Japan”, The New Yorker. May 4, 2018.	

	
Assignment	Due:	Research	topic,	background,	and	questions	(Friday,	March	8,	by	
11:59pm)	
 
	
Week	8	
03/12	Cat	Café	and	Japan’s	Healing	Boom	(Blog	Group	1)	

• Plourde, L. (2014). Cat cafés, affective labor, and the healing boom in Japan. Japanese 
Studies, 34(2), 115-133. 

	
Media	and	Cultural	Experience	Group	Presentation	2	(on	Japan) 
 
Briefly	Introducing	Your	Research	Project	in	Class	(3-4	mins)	
	
	
Week	9	
03/19,	Spring	Break,	No	Class	
 
	
Week	10	
03/26	Japanese	Toys	and	Cultural	Capitalism	(Blog	Group	2)	

• Anne Allison, Millennial Monsters: Japanese Toys and the Global Imagination (Ch 7), 
“Pokémon: Getting Monsters and Communicating Capitalism” 

• Anne Allison, Millennial Monsters: Japanese Toys and the Global Imagination (Ch 8): “Gotta 
Catch ‘Em All’: The Pokemization of America (and the World)” 	
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Week	11	
04/02	Introducing	Korea	(Blog	Group	1)	
	

• Holcombe, C. (2016). A History of East Asia. Cambridge University Press. (Ch 12) Korea	
	
Research	Proposal	Due	(Wednesday,	April	3rd,	by	11:59	pm) 
 
	
Week	12	
04/09	K-Pop	(Blog	Group	2)	
	

• Kim Suk-Young (2018) K-pop Live: Fans, Idols, and Multimedia Performance: Chapter 1 & 3 
• John Seabrook, Factory Girls: Cultural Technology and the Making of K-pop, The New Yorker 

 
	
Week	13	
04/16	North	Korea	beyond	Stereotypes	&	Wrapping	Up	(Extra	Credit	Blog)	

• Guy Delisle, Pyongyang: A journey in North Korea (Graphic Novel) 
	
Media	and	Cultural	Experience	Group	Presentation	3	
	
	
	
VII:	Workshop	of	Class	Projects	
	
Week	14:	04/23	(6	Student	Presentations)	
	
Week	15:	04/30	(6	Student	Presentations)	
	
Final	Project	Due:	in	paper	or	multimedia	format	(Friday,	May	10th,	by	11:59pm)		
	


