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Race and Justice in the Americas 

POLT 547  
 
Instructor:  Dr. Mary Fran T. Malone 

Academic Requirements Fulfilled:  Discovery World Cultures Category, Political Science Major 

Requirement, Latin American Studies Minor Requirement, Justice Studies Elective 

Class Schedule:  online January term, December 27-January 17 

Office:  Horton 314 

Phone:  (603) 862-1406 

Email:  Mary.Malone@unh.edu 

 

 

 
 

 

Guatemala, 2011.   

Mayan activists attend a campaign rally for the 2011 presidential election.  During this campaign, 

Mayan activists pressed the justice system to resolve problems with the 2007 introduction of a new 

national registration card, which is now required to vote.  Many Mayans have been unable to obtain 

their cards, as some government agencies reported that their keyboards were not equipped to spell 

Mayan names. 

 

 

Course Description 

 

Throughout the Western Hemisphere, many contemporary democratic governments have been built 

on foundations of racial and ethnic inequality.  In the early 20th century, liberal reformers in Costa 

Rica relied upon the country’s central mountain range as a natural divide between racial groups, and 

required passes for black inhabitants of the Atlantic Coast to travel west beyond the mountain range.  

Mexico enacted vagrancy laws to criminalize behaviors associated with dark-skinned, landless 

peasants who flocked to cities after the government sold their lands.   In Guatemala, racial and ethnic 

tensions fueled much of the violence of the country’s 36 year civil war, and have threatened to 

weaken the 1996 peace accords and subsequent democratic governments.   

mailto:Mary.Malone@unh.edu
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Despite the challenges posed by racial and ethnic inequality, democratic governance has survived 

and thrived throughout most of the Western Hemisphere.  To understand how democracies have 

transcended their less than perfect foundations, we examine how justice systems have addressed 

racial and ethnic inequality in select cases throughout the Americas.  The course begins with an 

overview of colonial race relations, and the ways in which indigenous groups launched legal 

challenges to colonial labor and land tenancy laws.  We then turn to emancipation, and examine how 

the legal system responded to such a dramatic change in status quo.  We conclude with a study of the 

20th and 21st centuries, focusing on contemporary racial and ethnic divides in important issue areas, 

such as access to justice, police profiling, and incarceration.   

 

This course aims to place contemporary questions about race and justice in a broader historical and 

geographical context.  We examine how countries throughout the Western Hemisphere have 

struggled to transcend the unequal status quo they inherited from colonial rule.   Through this 

examination, students have the opportunity to improve their knowledge and understanding of other 

cultures as they explore the ways in which these cultures confronted often contentious issues of race 

and justice.   

 

 

Learning Objectives 

 

Upon completion of this course students will be able to: 

 Identify the ways in which colonial rule shaped socio-economic and political relationships 

among racial and ethnic groups 

 Identify the ways in which indigenous groups and enslaved populations resisted colonial rule 

 Compare how newly independent governments deviated from the colonial status quo, as well 

as conformed to it 

 Assess the role of the justice system in reaffirming or overturning racial and ethnic patterns 

of inequality 

 Analyze the similarities and differences among countries’ responses to societal challenges 

 Analyze how historical legacies of inequality shape contemporary issues of race and justice 

 

 

Course Materials 

 

 

Allende, Isabel.  2010.  Island beneath the Sea.  New York:  Harper Collins. 

 

Lebsock, Suzanne.  2004.  A Murder in Virginia: Southern Justice on Trial.  W. W. Norton & 

Company.  

 

Wilkinson, Daniel.  2004.  Silence on the Mountain: Stories of Terror, Betrayal, and Forgetting in 

Guatemala.  Duke University Press Books. 

 

 

Additional materials will be available on Blackboard. 
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Course Structure 

 

Blackboard is the learning management tool we use for this course. The course is online and 

asynchronous and organized by modules. The overall course navigation is as follows: 

 

Course Navigation Description 

 Home Page Regular class announcements regarding assignments, overall class progress or 

messages and information and reminders about upcoming events or 

assignments.  

Course Information The syllabus, course schedule and other key class documents are located here.  

 

Course Modules This area contains the modules. The majority of course content, activities, 

assignments and participation is located in this area.  See below for structure. 

Resources  Supplemental Resources. 

Discussions Discussion forums. 

Tegrity Lectures This contains the lectures that you viewed in the Course Module area in list 

format.   

 

 

This course has three modules:  colonialism and its legacies, post-emancipation, and challenges in the 20th 

and 21st centuries.  Each module follows the format below: 

 

 

Module Structure 

Lecture The primary lecture(s) or media and key concepts. 

Resources   Assigned readings posted online (students are also responsible for additional 

books listed under course materials). 

Participation Every module will have a participation component. This could take the shape 

of a discussion forum, wiki, blog, collaborate event etc. 

Assignments Activities and assignments related to Module. 

 

 

Course Schedule 

 

These three modules will follow the schedule below: 

 

Week Date Topics Covered 

One December 27-December 31 Colonialism and Its Legacies 

Two January 2-January 13 Post-Emancipation 

Three January 14-January 17 Challenges in the 20th and 21st 

Centuries 
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Module 1:  Colonialism and Its Legacies 

 

December 27- December 31   

 View online lecture 

 Reading:   

 Booth, John A., Wade, Christine, Walker, Thomas.  2009.  “The Common History” in 

Understanding Central America:  Global Forces, Rebellion, and Change (5th Edition).  

Boulder, CO:  Westview Press. (available on Blackboard) 

 Stern, Steve.  1993.  “The Indians and Spanish Justice” in Peru's Indian Peoples and the 

Challenge of Spanish Conquest: Huamanga to 1640.  University of Wisconsin Press. 

(available on Blackboard) 

 Assignments: 

 Complete Quiz #1 and submit on Blackboard by 5pm on December 31  

 Participate in Blackboard discussion forum. 

 

 

Module 2:  Post-Emancipation 

 

January 2-January 13 

 View online lecture 

 Reading:   

 Paton, Diana.  2001.  “The Penalties of Freedom:  Punishment in Post-Emancipation 

Jamaica.”  In Crime and Punishment in Latin America: Law and Society since Late 

Colonial Times, edited by Ricardo D. Salvatore, Carlos Aguirre, Gilbert M. Joseph.  

Duke University Press Books (available on Blackboard) 

 Allende, parts 1 and 2 

 Lebsock, prologue, chapters  1-24, afterword 

 Assignments 

 Complete Quiz #2 and submit on Blackboard by 5pm on January 3 

 Complete Quiz #3 and submit on Blackboard by 5pm on January 6  

 Complete Quiz #4 and submit on Blackboard by 5pm on January 8 

 Submit first research paper by 5pm on January 13 

 Participate in Blackboard discussion forum. 

 

 

Module 3:  Challenges in the 20th and 21st Centuries 

 

January 14-January 17 

 View online lecture 

 Reading:   

 Picatto, Pablo.  2001.  Ciudad con los Rateros:  The Making of Criminals in Modern 

Mexico City.  In Crime and Punishment in Latin America: Law and Society since Late 

Colonial Times, edited by Ricardo D. Salvatore, Carlos Aguirre, Gilbert M. Joseph.  

Duke University Press Books (available on Blackboard) 

 Milloy, John.  1999. Introduction and National Crime:  Building and Managing the 

System 1879-1946, In A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential 

School System, 1879 to 1986 (Manitoba Studies in Native History) Paperback.  

University of Manitoba Press. 

 Peffley, Mark and Hurwitz, Jon.  2010.  Chapter 1in Justice in America: The Separate 

Realities of Blacks and Whites.  Cambridge University Press (available on Blackboard).  
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 Wilkinson, parts 1 through 4 

 Eulich, Whitney. 2011.  Mayan Guatemalans disenfranchised because their government 

can't spell?  The Christian Science Monitor, November 4, 2011 

 The Economist, 2011.  Parachuting in the prosecutors:  Two failing states in Latin 

America have turned to outsiders for help. We report first from Guatemala, on a UN 

effort to fight organised crime, October 15, 2011. 

 The Economist.  2013.  A historic verdict in Guatemala:  Genocidal general, May 11, 

2013. 

 Glickhouse, Rachel and Carin Zissis.  2013.  Historic Ríos Montt Conviction Annulled in 

Guatemala.  Americas Society:  Council of the Americas, May 21, 2013.  Available at:  

http://www.as-coa.org/articles/historic-r%C3%ADos-montt-conviction-annulled-

guatemala  

 Assignments: 

 Complete Quiz #5 and submit on Blackboard by 5 pm on January 14 

 Complete Quiz #6 and submit on Blackboard by 5pm on January 15 

 Submit second research paper by 5pm on January 17  

 Participate in one discussion forum posed on Blackboard. 

 

 

Note: This syllabus is subject to change. Students will be promptly notified of any changes. 

 

 

 

Course Requirements and Grades 

 

To do well in this course, first and foremost students must approach the class with enthusiasm. The 

readings of this course are quite diverse, and range from academic books to contemporary news reports.  

This diversity is meant to generate students’ enthusiasm and promote active participation in online 

forums.  If students are well-versed in the readings, online class discussions promise to be an interesting 

and valuable part of the course.  Also, given the abbreviated nature of the January term, students must 

ensure that they complete the assigned readings according to the schedule in the syllabus.   

 

 

Reading Quizzes (6 @ 5 points each)    30 points 

Short Research Papers (2 @ 24.5 points each)   49 points 

Class Participation on Blackboard  

Module 1      7 points 

Module 2      7 points 

Module 3      7 points 

 

 

  

http://www.as-coa.org/articles/historic-r%C3%ADos-montt-conviction-annulled-guatemala
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/historic-r%C3%ADos-montt-conviction-annulled-guatemala
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Grade Conversion Table 

 

Points UNH Letter Grade 

94-100 A 

90-93 A- 

87-89 B+ 

84-86 B 

80-83 B- 

77-79 C+ 

74-76 C 

70-73 C- 

67-69 D+ 

64-66 D 

60-63 D- 

Below 60 F 

 

 

Quizzes 

 

Students will complete six quizzes on the readings over the course of the semester.  Quizzes will comprise 

of 4-5 short essay questions, and are designed to measure students’ knowledge of the readings.  Quizzes 

will be posted on Blackboard, and students will complete them and send them to me as email attachments.  

I will grade the quizzes within a day, and provide ample feedback on both content and writing style.  

Thus, students should take care to provide thorough answers to the quiz questions, and ensure that these 

answers are well-written. 

 

Short Research Papers 

 

Students will also complete two short research papers of approximately 5-7 pages in length (double 

spaced).  The first paper will compare emancipation and its aftermath in Jamaica, Haiti, and the United 

States.  The second paper will analyze modern and contemporary issues of justice in Guatemala.  A 

handout is posted on Blackboard outlining the requirements of these assignments in greater detail. 

 

Class Participation 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss the course material in online discussion forums on 

Blackboard.  In each module, students will participate in a discussion forum and answer the questions on 

the material posted there.  Students are invited to answer the questions posed, as well as respond to their 

classmates’ answers.  This exchange can be a valuable part of the course, as long as our comments are 

grounded in mutual respect.  Students must remember that these debates do have the potential to be 

controversial, and for this controversy to enrich the course, it must always be respectful in nature.  I will 

of course monitor these exchanges, and provide comments both publically and privately to make sure that 

students have the opportunity to earn full credit for this part of the class, as measured by both the quantity 

and quality of their contributions. 

 

Online discussion forums will be based on the following criteria and values.  Review this carefully:   

 

Quality of postings   

 Ability to synthesize the main concepts from instructor, course content, external resources 

and class community. 



7 

 

 Use of proper grammar. 

 Ideas are organized, persuasive and elevate the overall dialogue. 

 Opinions are substantiated. 

 Demonstration of critical or creative thinking. 

 Evidence of preparation.  

 
Quantity of postings 

 Per forum, five-seven postings spread out over the duration of the module. Posting 5 times in 

one sitting is not acceptable. When you contribute over several days, you are more able to 

synthesize other perspectives and contribute to an evolving discussion. A good rule of thumb 

is to post early in the week after you have reviewed the related materials and reading. Allow 

others to respond and then post again after the dialogue has developed.   

 

Participation in Blackboard discussion forums will be based on the following criteria: 

 

 

Criteria 

 

1 Point 

 

2-3 Points 

 

4-7 Points 

 

Promptness and 

frequency 

Does not post; 

posts 

marginally. 

Postings are late and 

random. 

Postings are early, frequent 

and between [5-6] postings. 

Grammar Grammar has 

not been 

checked. 

Poor grammar or typos are 

frequent in postings. 

 

Proper grammar is 

consistently applied. 

Relevance Postings have 

no relevance on 

the topic or 

assignment. 

Some postings are 

pertinent to topic and 

assignment. 

  

Postings are consistently 

connected to the topic and 

assignment and reflect 

student’s preparation. 

Expression & 

Organization of  

Ideas 

Ideas and or 

opinions are 

not organized. 

Some postings convey 

clear ideas and opinions. 

Other postings are lacking 

in organization or original 

expression. 

 

Contributions are clearly 

articulated; reflect 

understanding of topic, 

substantive insights and 

persuasive logic.  

Building 

Community  

Does not 

participate in 

learning 

community.   

Irregularly demonstrates 

initiative in adding to the 

dialogue and creating 

community.  

Demonstrates consistent 

initiative in building 

community through 

discussion. Demonstrates 

‘listening’ to peers and 

elevates the overall quality 

of the discussion. 

 

Etiquette 

 Divergent opinions.  Academic debate and differences are embraced in higher education and the 

forums in this course.  Be mindful and respectful of how you articulate a difference or divergent 

opinion.  

 ‘I agree’ statements. Unsubstantiated ‘I agree’ posts will not count to final participation grade without 

articulated rationale to support opinion.  

 Off-topic postings. Discussions occasional veer off-topic. This is normal. These posts will not count 

and students are asked to stay on-topic.   
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 Long responses.  Grades will be influenced by an ability to demonstrate an understanding of the topic 

or question and on one’s ability to be concise. 

  

 

Policy on Late Submissions of Quizzes and Papers 

 

Unless there are extenuating circumstances that have been empirically documented, I will deduct 2 points 

for every day a quiz is submitted after the deadline, and 5 points for every day a paper is submitted after 

the deadline. 

 

 

My Schedule 

 

I will be active in the Blackboard class area daily, Monday through Friday.  I login early in the morning 

and once in the evening.   If you post a question for me in a Forum, anticipate a response within 24-hours 

or sooner.  On Saturday, I may not login at a regular time.  If you post late on Friday or anytime Saturday, 

I might not respond until Sunday morning.  Sunday I will be available from 9am through 11 am.   

 

 

How to Reach Me 

 

Questions related to assignments or learning should first be asked, if possible, in the respective discussion 

forums.  The use of email is reserved for questions of a private nature and/or if you would like to schedule 

virtual office hours with me.  I will respond to emails within 24 hours or sooner.  My contact information 

is at the top of the syllabus. 

 

 

Technical Requirements and Technical Support 

 

See website listings for current recommendations and requirements related to this course - 

http://unh.edu/eunh/technical-requirements  Technical assistance related to Blackboard is available at 

http://unh.edu/eunh/student-resources.  

 

 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 

 

Students are required to abide by the UNH Academic Honesty policy located in the Student Rights, 

Rules, and Responsibilities Handbook.    

  

As your instructor, I proactively monitor academic integrity through regular use of tools like SafeAssign 

and a diversified assessment approach.   All work submitted to SafeAssign become a part of a UNH 

proprietary database. This is actively used to identify future intellectual property theft. Plagiarism of any 

type may be grounds for receiving an “F” in an assignment or an “F” in the overall course.  Plagiarism is 

defined as “the unattributed use of the ideas, evidence, or words of another person, or the conveying the 

false impression that the arguments and writing in a paper are your own.” (UNH Academic Honesty 

Policy, 09.3) Incidents are reported to the school dean and may be grounds for further action.  If you have 

questions about proper citation refer to your department’s writing guidelines.  You can contact me at any 

time on this issue. Additional resources are located below: 

 http://libraryguides.unh.edu/unhmcitingsources    

 http://www.library.unh.edu/reference/citation.shtml  

 

http://unh.edu/eunh/technical-requirements
http://unh.edu/eunh/student-resources
http://libraryguides.unh.edu/unhmcitingsources
http://www.library.unh.edu/reference/citation.shtml
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Students with Disabilities 

 

The University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all 

University programs and facilities.  If you think you have a disability requiring accommodations, you 

must register with Disability Services for Students (DSS).  Contact DSS at 603.862.2607 or 

disability.office@unh.edu.  If you have received accommodation letters for this course from DSS, please 

provide me with that information privately so that we can review those accommodations. 


